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District Governor’s Message
October is Economic and Community Development Month in Rotary.
Rotary has many avenues of Economic and Community Development, such as supporting people in
Africa and Asia with the micro-loans to get their businesses started and providing villages with seeds to
start crops for self-sufficiency. Rotary has for many years supported local economies and communities.
In more recent years we don’t often tell our story about projects which discuss our local economies
and communities in the same context as we do for our international communities. Fortunately, there
are many Rotary clubs in our district who are looking at their local economies and communities to help
them grow.
In October I had the opportunity to be invited to attend the Inaugural 2019 Bayside Business Excellence
Awards which was organised by the five Rotary Clubs within Bayside. The Rotary Clubs of Beaumaris,
Brighton, Brighton North, Hampton and Sandringham all joined forces to host a multi-District function.
This was a wonderful night which not only showcased the local businesses in the area and gave them
massive promotion, but also showcased Rotary within the local business community. The event
highlighted the courage, commitment, drive and determination it takes to run a business.

The Bayside clubs are not the only clubs to be involved in Business Excellence Awards. Multiple clubs
are now hosting business breakfasts and Business Excellence Awards as a means of connecting with local
businesses in their area. These are a great way to help further develop and strengthen the relationship
between Rotary and local businesses, and hopefully develop into more members and diversify Rotary’s
membership.
Have a sensationally FUN year, as Rotary Connects the World.

Regards,

Shia

From the Editor
Welcome to the second edition of the District Newsletter for the 2019-2020 year.
Once again I enjoyed reading the various articles whilst compiling the newsletter.
The article on DIK (Donations in Kind) was particularly enjoyable, not only because it contained details
about DIK I was not aware of, but also because of the circuitous route that the article reached me
(details on page three).
I hope you also enjoy reading all the articles.
Gordon Pyke
Editor
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Books in Homes
DG Shia sent through the latest newsletter from
Books in Homes Australia, including the following
article about Shia’s chosen District 9810 Rotary
Family Project.
“The Rotary District 9810 Books in Homes Project
is gathering momentum. District Governor Shia
Smart has been busy spreading the word about
getting the Books in Homes Program through
selected schools in south east Melbourne and the
Yarra Ranges.

You can read all about it here:
www.givenow.com.au/books-in-homes-rotary.
The news has gone national and Books in Homes
has received many requests to update various
Rotary branches with information about what we've
been up to. Rotary has always been a great
supporter of Books in Homes, and we appreciate
the commitment and enthusiasm we receive across
Australia.”
The newsletter has been emailed to everyone on
the Books in Homes mailing list, so great
advertisement for Rotary.
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You can read the complete Books in Homes newsletter at:
https://mailchi.mp/cfebd18881af/new-look-launch-3626853?e=006f9e669d
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DIK in Action - Local & International
As mentioned in “From the Editor” the following good news story regarding DIK’s working locally as
well as internationally came to me from Des Shiel (RC Lilydale), D9810 DIK Contact.
Des received the original message by Roger Thornton (RC Pakenham), DIK Chair for D9820, via David
Dippie (RC Keilor), DIK Southern Region Coordinator.
After reading the articles below, you will realise the project is an excellent example of “Rotary
Connects the World”; Rotary Clubs, DIK, and Hallam Senior College.
First, the email from David Dippie:
“This is a great example of how DIK is more than an International Project. Roger is the DIK Rep for
D9820. He is also part of the Balibo Team and has been to Timor twice with me.
This is the story. The school were hoping to get a modest amount of equipment. A teacher asked a
friend at a hospital if they could help. They explained that they gave most of their equipment to Rotary
Donations In Kind and they may be able to help.
They contacted DIK and as the school is close to RC Berwick we asked Roger if they could help. They
visited the school the next day. Within a week DIK had a wishlist and also suggested other items they
may need. Within a month the team from Berwick collected a very large truck load of goods. One of
RC Berwick’s sponsors is the St John of God Hospital in Berwick who are also finding ways to support
the school.
Regards,
David”

Back Row: RC Berwick members Rob Wingrave & Mark Caulfield with
Mary from South East Local Learning and Employment Network.
Front Row: Year 12 Health Student, Arben; RC Berwick Pres Isobel
Caulfield; Trainer, Lizl; Hallam Senior College Partnerships Manager Keith.
Continued on Page 4
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DIK in Action - Local & International
Continued from Page 3

Now the article from the Berwick Star News forwarded by Roger Thornton:
“A Casey school’s dream of opening a health training hub is one step closer thanks to the generosity of
Rotary Club of Berwick. A donation of about $50,000 in medical equipment including five hospital beds
will go towards Hallam Senior College’s allied health training centre which is due to open next year.
Other items included bed side tables, over bed cupboards, day chairs, wheels chairs, transfer boards,
body lifters, crutches, physio tables, disposal gloves and more.
Community Services and Allied Health VET courses will be delivered at the new training centre with
more than 40 students expected to participate. The school will also transform a classroom into a
simulated hospital in a $20-$30 million refurbishment project.

Rotary Club of Berwick members joined school staff and local politicians to discuss the project on
Thursday 22 August. Hallam Senior College executive principal Greg McMahon said the donation was
warmly welcomed, adding the program would ensure students were job-ready. “In a first for the
College, the growing allied health – health services sector needs are being addressed with resources
provided through a direct partnership with the Rotary Club of Berwick,” he said.
President of the Rotary Club of Berwick Isobel Caulfield said the donation was a joint effort with
Rotary Donations in Kind who donate essential items to organisations around the world. “That’s what
Rotary is good at – is actually connecting people and joining the dots,” she said.
In another first, the College will team up with the South East Local Learning and Employment Network
(SELLEN) to provide a program of study for young parents who would otherwise not finish school. “It’s
a very exciting time for young people who are pregnant and/or parenting to be able to return to their
education and bring their baby with them,” SELLEN partnerships facilitator Mary Tresize – Brown said.
In the past four years since trialling the Young Parents Education Program more than 60 young parents
have completed Year 12 education and are now in employed or undertaking tertiary study.”

Vale Richard Garner
PDG Richard Garner passed away in Tauranga New Zealand on 11 September 2019.
A family death notice was published in the Melbourne daily newspapers but some District Rotarians
may not be aware of his passing.
I have attached the article which appears on our Club website which you may chose to publish in the
DG’s newsletter. (Click here to view the article. -Ed.)
PRIP Ian Riseley and PDG Juliet Riseley attended Richard’s funeral service where Ian spoke of Richard’s significant contribution to Rotary both locally and internationally.
A memorial event for Richard is under consideration in January 2020 when Sue Garner will be in
Melbourne. I will provide details when they become known.
Geoff Tickner
RC Hampton
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Interplast - Surgical & Training Teams
In the 2018 – 2019 Rotary year, Interplast Australia & New Zealand Districts delivered 72 Programs.
They included 13 Surgical and 48 Training Programs across 17 countries, see map. A total of 518
patients had surgery and of these 56% were male and 44% were female. District 9810 delivered 4
Surgical and 2 Training Programs. In September 2018 to Samoa (Surgical), November 2018 to Cagayan
de Oro and to Baguio, both in the Philippines (Surgical and Training), and then in early 2019 to Labasa,
Fiji (Surgical).

The cost of a Surgical Program is $45,000. When this target is reached, a program is selected and
organized. If a Club wishes to send an Observer then an additional payment of $5,000 is required from
the club.
Donations to Interplast can be made on line; www.interplast.org.au, or by bank transfer: BSB: Westpac
033 364, Account: 36 1633 Interplast Australia & New Zealand. When donating would you please
advise the District 9810 Chair of your donation (details in District Directory).
Many thanks for your generous donations to date.
Interplast has Medical personnel who give their time and skills to repair and rebuild lives of people in
the Asia Pacific Region who cannot afford medical services. By donating to Interplast you are enhancing
people’s health and wellbeing by enabling access to life-changing reconstructive surgery and related
medical services, including in house training.
PP Liz Guiver
District 9810 Interplast Chair
(RC Warrandyte Donvale)
Committee: Brian Hodgson, Harvey Lane, Peter Lewis, Geoff Weeks & Bob Williams

If you would like to join the Committee then please let me know
as you would be most welcome!
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Owairtilla Project
During 2013-2014, members of the Rotary Club of Box Hill Central expressed interest in developing an
ongoing relationship with Aboriginal communities, both locally and nationally. Through a personal
connection with a member, contact was made with the community of Canteen Creek, in the Barkly
region of the Northern Territory. Canteen Creek is a level three remote community approximately
600 kms north-east of Alice Springs and 270 kms south-east of Tennant Creek. The community is dry in
that it bans drug and alcohol use.
The community consists of approximately 200 residents and is an active community boasting a wellequipped store, a school for approximately 54 students ranging from Preschool – to Year 9, a new well
equipped medical centre, an all-weather airstrip and an art workshop.
Club members initially visited the community in 2014 and consulted with leaders and community
members, school and community staff to identify a series of goals and objectives for a future partnership
with the Rotary Club of Box Hill Central. The parameters of this partnership were clearly defined and
included:

•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Raising awareness of Aboriginal issues
Fitting in with the Owairtilla community’s culture
Improving the health and/or welfare of community members
Advancing education
Providing entertainment
Supporting sport in the community; and
Improving social aspects of the community

One of the results of the first visit to Canteen Creek and a second visit some 2 years later was the
establishment of a second-hand clothing shop in the community. The supply of clothes and other goods
for the shop has become a major part of the project so far. It is important to note that this has not
involved the "dumping" of unwanted clothes in poor condition, but providing clothes and other items
that have been specifically requested by the Canteen Creek community. Over the last four years
approximately 18 to 20 tea chest sized boxes of clothes, bedding, shoes and other goods have been
shipped to Tennant Creek by K&S Freighters each year at no charge. The generous ongoing support of
K&S is greatly appreciated by the Canteen Creek Community and our Rotary club.
In addition to the clothing and bedding requested by the community, the Club has supplied a disco
sound system, school jumpers and a set of refurbished laptops to the school, a set of sports uniforms
for a young men’s football team and advice on establishing a Men’s Shed in the community.
The key message we have learned from this project is that we ask the community what they need and
wait for them to ask for assistance.
The other major aspect of the program is supporting local aboriginal communities in the eastern
suburbs of Melbourne. This support has included supporting cultural days at Blackburn Lake and funding
an indigenous student of the year award at Box Hill Institute. We are currently in discussion with Box
Hill Institute about setting up an ongoing scholarship for local indigenous students.
Gay Morris
President
RC Box Hill Central
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Owairtilla Project
Left:
Canteen Creek Health Centre.

Right:
Canteen Creek Football Team.

Left:
Students using donated laptops.

Right:
In the second hand clothing shop.
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TAKE a Book, GIVE a Book, SHARE a Book
The Rotary Club of Boronia celebrated 50 years of Service above self to the Boronia and Knox
communities on April 25th, 2018. The Club wanted to give something educational and lasting back to the
local community and decided to have built and installed, two Little Street Libraries to encourage the
local community to “Take a Book, Give a book and Share a book”.

Little Street libraries are a worldwide
phenomena that started in London using
old phone booths to encourage people
to share their unwanted books and
encourage people to get off their
phones! The Australian library
community started a street library
association, and the Rotary Club of
Boronia has registered our libraries with
the group. The Group has a website
(www.streetlibrary.org.au) and once
registered the libraries are listed on the
site including directions to each library.
To date over 1,400 Little Street
Libraries are registered with the
Association, some in public places, and
some in people’s front gardens.
Boronia Rotary Club has a relationship with the Diamond Creek Men’s Shed as past club member Leigh
Marshall started the shed and as such we commissioned the Shed to produce two Little Libraries.
Once built the Club then approached two local Primary schools, Boronia Heights PS and St Joseph’s PS ,
Boronia, to decorate the libraries. The club made that decision as research indicated that libraries
decorated by children of the local community do not get graffitied.

Once decorated the two libraries have been placed in Alchester Village, Boronia, beside the Koko Lime
café and in Boronia Mall just inside the main entrance. Koko Lime staff and Boronia Mall management
continue to supervise them. In the early stage of the project, the club met with the Management group
of both Centres and Knox council staff to ensure compliance. A permit was needed for the Alchester
Village library and was granted. Both libraries were launched by then Knox Mayor, Cr John Mortimore
and school student leaders from both schools. Each library has a perspex sign on the roof with the club
and school details and club phone number.
Filling the libraries was done initially though book donations from members and friends of both adult
and children’s books, but once the communities became aware of the “free” books they are now self
seeding. Club members regularly visit and add books, if needed, but both are now almost self sufficient
and no damage has been inflicted on either library.
Following the success of the initial two libraries, the club applied for a Small grant from Knox Council
and a third library has now been built and is currently being decorated by students of Regency Park PS
and will be located in Wantirna Mall in front of The King Bean Café.
Continued on Page 9
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TAKE a Book, GIVE a Book, SHARE a Book
Continued from Page 8

The Little Street Library has increased the
exposure of the Club in the local community
and has been a very satisfying project for our
Club.
If Rotary clubs, in our District, are
considering a similar Street Library project,
please contact Rotarian PP Lance Deveson
who coordinates the project for more
details.

Lance Deveson
Rotary Club of Boronia

Rotary Stories Wanted
To mark the centenary of Rotary in Australia, 1921-2021a book is being completed to highlight the
work and achievements of Rotary over that time.
DG Shia has received a request from Bob Aitken, Chair, History and Archives Committee, RI Zone 8
for articles:
“The main thrust of my message to you was to seek your support as Governors to ensure that no
Unique achievement within your District is overlooked.
The Zone History and Archives Committee is determined to ensure that ‘grass roots’ Rotary
throughout Australia is fairly and well covered. This will only happen with the support of your Rotary
clubs.
Time is running out and historical editorial and photographs/images should be in the hands of
committee members by the end of 2019.
Editorial must be brief (200 words maximum) and images may be sent in print or electronic (high
resolution) form.
Unlike past historical publications, there will be a heavy emphasis on pictorial history in this volume and
such will only be achieved successfully with support from all Districts. We want to ensure ALL
Districts, regions and states are well covered.
Jennifer Scott (The Rotary Foundation; jennifer@scottadr.com) and myself
(bob@bobaitkenmedia.com.au) are available for discussion on any specialist topic at any time.”
Clubs should send articles to their nearest regional officer; for Victoria it is PDG Ted Richey at:
tedrichey@iinet.net.au
9

District Rotaract Rep’s Message
Hi everyone! Since I didn’t write an article for the last District
Newsletter, I thought I’d introduce myself briefly. I am
currently studying law/history at Monash Uni, and I joined
Rotaract to give back to my local and international community
after attending RYLA in 2016. D9810 has been an incredible
support since then, as President of Monash Rotaract, Rotaract
Australia Communications Director, participating in the
Rotary Leadership Institute, and of course, attending the
Rotary International Convention earlier this year. And when I
get time to relax, I like to get out my cameras, play the piano,
or read a book.

My goals are to continue to grow and support Rotaract in our
District, continue to build our relationships Rotarians, and
continue the same thread our previous DRR Kai-Xing picked
up, and that Rotaractors are leaders in our own right, and
establish critical relationships to bridge the gap between the Interact and Rotaract clubs in the District.
We want a relationship where we’re not just being supported by Rotary, but we’re collaborating and
creating a partnership that will last long into the future.
We want to emphasise that there’s a
difference between saying you support Rotaract, and actually advocating for Rotaract. Most of all, we
want to recognise that this is a two-way street, and in the same way we want a partnership with Rotary,
we have to give back to Rotary just as much.
So what actions can you take? Be involved with Rotaractors by coming to our meetings, holding a joint
meeting (whether you are a sponsoring club or not), or coming to our events. Be inclusive of
Rotaractors and imagine ways in which we can connect and collaborate through projects or
volunteering. And finally, be inspired by Rotaractors!
At the Presidents' Meeting on Friday 9 August, where all four Rotaract clubs were also represented, I
spoke about some ideas to consider vis-à-vis how Rotaract can contribute to the District and ensure
the sustainability of Rotaract and Rotary. Collaboration and partnerships with Rotaract clubs, where we
can ask each other for assistance as we would a Rotary club, is crucial to creating sustainable
relationships. Additionally, connection and engagement with Rotary alumni, and staying in contact with
these young leaders will enable us to build greater networks to ensure our sustainability. Finally, we
need to consider our culture and transformation with potential Rotarians, whether they are current or
future Rotaractors. We need to analyse how millennials and future generations think. What do we
prioritise? What do our lives look like? And how can Rotary fit into this picture?
We have also launched the D9810 Rotaract Instagram account, which you can follow at
www.instagram.com/rotaract9810.
Continued on Page 11
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District Rotaract Rep’s Message
Continued from Page 10

I would also like to take this opportunity to thank all of you who attended the Rotaract Changeover
and official Manningham Rotaract Charter. It was a wonderful opportunity to celebrate everything
Rotaract in one room.

Finally, anyone who knows me knows I love a good quote: so here's the one that keeps me going every
day - be the change you wish to see in the world (courtesy of Gandhi).
Happy Rotaractoring!

Netania Lim
District Rotaract Representative
(Monash Rotaract)
9810@rotaract.org.au

RAM 2020 Primary School Video Competition
We are now approaching the end of the 2019 third quarter of the school year, and it is important to
approach the schools you are involved with to ensure that they would be happy to partake in the
Rotarians Against Malaria (RAM) 2020 Primary School Video Competition.
The concentration is on Primary Schools preferably the pupils ranging from Year 2 to Year 5 age
groups. The video should relate to the importance of keeping the young children safe from the dreaded
Malaria by ensuring the use of bed nets, clean-up village and education.
It would be involvement of the local Rotarian/s and school staff to advise and assist with the type of
props to be used and to ensure that there is an understanding by the children as to what is required to
get the message across. The props would consist of a bed net, perhaps a loan of a pull-up banner, RAM
T. Shirts, tools suited to the young children (spade, rake, wheel barrow) for the clean-up.
Continued on Page 12
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RAM 2020 Primary School Video Competition
Continued from Page 11

Previous year’s winners spent much time in making themselves familiar with RAM by watching the
videos, reading and working with the RAM Brochures and the colouring book.
The schools should be approached soon – and the video to commence in the 2020, 2nd term allowing
the pupils to settle in during the 1st term. It is hoped for the completion of the video to be at the end of
June 2020 allowing enough time for the judging during July and the winners being announced at our
August RAM Conference.
Once the students are chosen for the acting role it is very important for the parents to be approached
to receive their consent. If young Early-Act students are chosen for the competition I shall insist on the
parent’s consent form being signed and forwarded to myself prior to the children’s involvement.

I shall be in contact with further guideline information, and am looking forward to our PNG, Solomons,
Timor Leste, & Vanuatu Districts being involved with the 2020 Competition.
If there are any queries please contact me.
PP Virginia Turner
National RAM Video Competition Coordinator
(RC Brighton North)
03 95924691
0414 245 815

RAM Newsletter
Speaking of RAM, if you would like to catch up on the latest news, then click here for
the July to September 2019 newsletter.
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East Timor Roofing - 20 Years
A report on this anniversary appeared in the Manningham Leader of 9th September 2019.
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Kids Fun Run with Thomas
Save the Day
The Kids Fun Run with Thomas 2019 will take place on
Sunday 24th November at Gembrook Puffing Billy Station.
Children 3-12 years will run against Thomas The Tank
Engine in support of the Monash Children’s Hospital –
Cancer Centre, which is an amazingly worthy cause.
This will be a fantastic day out for all the family, we have
lots of great entertainment planned as well as the runs
with Thomas. All entrants receive a showbag and
certificate.
Registration is $25.
Train rides with Thomas The Tank Engine are $5.

So why not hop on line and register early and lock the
date in your diary!
Register online at www.kidsfunrunwiththomas.org.au
Phone enquiries: 0408 769 491
You can also set up a fundraising page to assist us in raising as much as we can to help
children who have been diagnosed with cancer.
Follow us on our Facebook page: Kids Fun Run with Thomas to keep up to date with all
the news.
Rotary Club of Emerald & District Inc
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Bike Ride for Medical Research

After raising more than $1.1 million dollars from their bike ride events for Australian Rotary Health
research over the years, Rotary District 9810 are showing no signs of slowing down as they prepare for
the 2020 Ride for Medical Research ‘Silos, Plains, Lakes & Art Tour.’
Next year will be the 34th year that the annual Ride for Medical Research bike ride has been organised,
and this time the group will ride from Lake Bolac to Lake Daylesford from March 15-20, visiting local
Rotary Clubs along the way.
Last year alone contributed $45,000 to research into cancer and mental health.
Click here to read more about the ride and Australian Rotary Health, including news about the Rob
Henry Memorial PhD Scholarship.
If you would like to be a part of the ride, then click here for a full itinerary and details of how to join.
Finally, for a brochure with full details, click here.
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Drought Relief
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