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District Governor’s Message
As Shelley and I have travelled around the District,
we have been really inspired by the dedication of
our Rotarians doing great work with our young
people, building partnerships and working in our
local communities, and making a difference with
overseas communities.
I congratulate the way Clubs celebrated World
Polio Day last week and sharing the story of
Rotary’s involvement over so many years. We are
so close to eradicating polio with 22 cases
reported so far this year; 16 in Afghanistan and 6
in Pakistan. We need to stay true to the task until
we can all celebrate polio eradication. The
October edition of the RDU Magazine contains an
excellent article on where we have come from,
and where we are now, and there is a thought
provoking expose on “What Must Be Done to
Create a World Without Polio” in the October
Time Magazine (Click here). I commend both too
you.
Closer to home, an outbreak in PNG has received
considerable media attention. Please click here to
see a summary, and click here to see the work
that has been done since the discovery of vaccine
derived polio case there, as well as the
immunization for November. You will be inspired
by the intensity of the campaign, and the
commitment by the World Health Organisation
and all partners, including our own Rotary
International.

received 11 consecutive 4-star ratings from
Charity Navigator; an influential source of
information for potential donors.
We are also pleased to advise that our Peace
Fellow nominee, Andrew Flyne, has been
selected to receive a 2019 Rotary Peace
Fellowship. He will study at the University of
North Carolina Chapel Hill, Duke-UNC Rotary
Peace Center. We will share more about Andrew
in the future, and as his studies progress.
In the subject of scholars, attendees at the
Foundation Seminar in August would be aware
that we also have a Global Grant Scholar, Taruni
Roy Khurana, studying a master’s in health at
Columbia University in New York. A short article
written by Taruni is further into this newsletter.
November 11 also marks the centenary of the end
of the First World War and many Rotarians, and
friends of Rotary contributed to the “5,000
Poppies” initiative (championed in our District by
Chris Prior, click here). Many of our Clubs are
also conducting special commemorative services
and peace related events.

Continued on Page 2

November is Rotary Foundation Month where
we celebrate the magic related to our own charity
of choice. We should all be proud of the work
carried out by our Foundation which has also
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Continued from Page 1

It is therefore exciting that Rotary has formed a
service partnership with Mediators Beyond Borders
International. This partnership connects Rotarians,
Rotaractors, and Rotary alumni with resources to
take action, locally and globally. Rotary members
play a key role in building connected communities.
Connected communities are safer communities, and
safer communities are more prosperous
communities. Click here for more information.
Still about peace, there will be Rotary Peace Summit
on Friday, February 15, 2019 at the Melbourne
Exhibition and Conference Centre. The Summit will
be a curtain-raiser to our Victorian Multi-District
Rotary Conference and is modelled on the six
Peacebuilding Conferences convened by Past RI
President Ian Riseley OAM in cities around the
globe during the 2017-2018 Rotary year.
Through a stimulating, informative and interactive
program, the aim is to give Rotarians meaningful
insights into what they and their clubs can do to
achieve this goal. For more information, click here
Shelley and I look forward to continuing to serve
the District, and to meeting as many members and
partners as possible as we travel around.
Take care and Be the Inspiration.
Best regards,

Russell

IN THIS ISSUE
DG’s MESSAGE

P1,2

DISTRICT BANNERS

P2

GLOBAL GRANT SCHOLAR

P3,4

RC BOX HILL CENTRAL - GRANTS

P4

INTERNATIONAL FELLOWSHIP OF
CRICKETING ROTARIANS

P5

HAY UPDATE

P6

PICK MY PROJECT - PEOPLE POWER

P7

GET INVOLVED WITH ROTARACT

P7,8

MEET YOUR ROTARACTORS

P8

LIVES CHANGED IN BANGLADESH

P9,10

MUNA FINALISTS

P11,12

AUSTRALIAN HONOURS

P12

RAG FOR FAMILY SAFETY

P13

WHAT IS DONATIONS IN KIND?

P14

CAMP AWAKENINGS - NO LONGER
A PROGRAM/PROJECT OF ROTARY

P15

SHELTERBOX INITIATIVE

P15

END TRACHOMA - UPDATE

P16,17

District Banners
It’s great that so many Clubs are making use of District sourced
banners to promote their activities at events.
The key is to return these as soon as possible for others to use.
Can we ask for your support in this regard, and to return all District
banners to Kevin Harrison at 23/12 Henderson Road Knoxfield 3180.
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Global Grant Scholar
“ …. and that, kids, is what an adverb is’. As I stared at 50 confused
faces, I was struck with the incongruity of the situation. I was teaching
esoteric grammatical constructs to kids who would graduate soon and
likely take on odd jobs – making shoes or selling vegetables – since
better opportunities would be out of reach. Increasingly, conversational
English is the vehicle for economic mobility in India – and in that
moment, I realized that we were focused on the wrong priorities. We
needed to change our approach. I presented my case to the leaders of
Aashayein Foundation, the non-profit through which I was teaching, and
convinced them with a plan to revamp the English syllabus to have a
practical, conversational grounding.
This philosophy of identifying and fulfilling needs in communities around
me had been instilled in me by my parents. My father was one of a
handful of people who left his village to work in a large metropolitan city
in India. However, throughout our life, he made sure that my brother
and I never lost touch with our roots. He always reminded us that we were fortunate to have the life
we did and that we should always try to find ways, however big or small, to give back to society. These
lessons ensured that I associated myself with multiple grass-roots non-profits in Bangalore, India, while I
was doing my PhD.

At Aashayein, a non-profit involved in providing access to quality education to underprivileged
communities, I volunteered on weekends as a teacher and taught conversational English to young
children. I also identified children of migrant construction worker communities in Bangalore who were
not enrolled at any school due to the unstable nature of employment of their parents. We reached out
to these communities and found ways to engage these families to encourage them to enrol their
children at these schools. I also organized and executed fundraising activities, raising $20,000 from the
annual Walkathon event. At Aashayein, I met some very inspiring people – both children and adults –
who were doing their best, despite their circumstances, to carve out a better life for themselves and
their families.
As a woman scientist in a STEM field, I also felt very strongly about encouraging young children to be
interested in science and potentially pursue future careers in STEM fields. Towards this end, I worked
with Agastya International, a non-profit trying to make scientific education accessible in rural India and
helped them develop ‘mobile-kits’ in biology that could be carried on motorbikes to remote villages as
part of a travelling science show. I also helped develop exhibits for their science center, explaining the
human visual system, that was accessed by 1,000+ children from nearby villages. After moving to Seattle
post-PhD, I further volunteered with the Pacific Science Center in various capacities where I taught
Math and Science to school children from underserved communities. These experiences, in India and
USA, gave me an insight into how similar issues are tackled across widely diverse socioeconomic and
cultural landscapes.
Most recently, I have been volunteering as the Strategy and Operations Lead for a mobile health social
entrepreneurial startup – Shifra – designed to improve access to quality reproductive health care for
migrant refugee women in Melbourne. It provides local, evidence-based health information in multiple
languages for communities with varying levels of language and health literacy. I am working with multiple
local communities comprised of refugee women to identify their needs, developing user study protocols
to test the app, writing grants for funding the ongoing work and managing multiple stakeholders’
requirements.
Continued on Page 4
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Global Grant Scholar
Continued from Page 3

My experiences working with these non-profits in India, USA and Australia made me realize that I want
a career that allows me to positively impact the lives of people around me. With my technical
background and expertise in biology, and my motivation to make a positive social impact, I realized that
my true passion lay in the field of global health.
A Masters in Public Health from Columbia University will prepare me to be a change-maker and a
leader in global health issues. Rebeccah Bartlett, the founder of Shifra, alerted me to the Global Grants
Scholarship opportunity offered by the Rotary Foundation. She is a past recipient of the Rotary
Foundation Peace Scholarship and a true inspiration for me. She is also the embodiment of what my
experience with the Rotary Foundation has been in the past – growing up in India, I have experienced
the amazing work that Rotarians do around the world.
India is now free of polio – in large part thanks to the untiring work done by the Rotary Clubs. It would
be an honour for me to be associated with the Rotary name and carry on the legacy of the humanitarian
work that Rotarians around the world engage in everyday!
Taruni Roy Khurana

RC Box Hill Central - Grants
Dream Stitches
Rotary Club of Box Hill Central has been awarded a
Rotary Foundation grant to support a local Box Hill
community program called Dream Stitches. Dream
Stitches supports migrant and humanitarian entrant
women by teaching them sewing and other skills in a
friendly and caring environment.
The program also provides childcare services and
English language classes. The grant will enable the
purchase of three new sewing machines to replace old
machines.
Champassak Project
Thankyou to D9810 Rotary Foundation Grants
Committee for supporting the Champassak Project in
Laos with our partner TEAR Australia.
By providing anti-trafficking and safe migration
education and livelihood seed funding, Rotary Club of
Box Hill Central is helping to prevent the slavery of at
risk people.
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International Fellowship of
Cricketing Rotarians
Melbourne Festival 20 - 25 January 2019
The International Fellowship of Cricketing Rotarians
(IFCR) is one of the most popular of all Rotary
Fellowships with a membership now touching 1,350.
Melbourne has the honour of hosting this festival from
January 20 next year. We will follow in the footsteps of
previous festivals in Christchurch (2017), Nottingham
(2014), Vapi in India (2012), Durban (2010), Colombo (2007) and Hunter Valley (2004).
Registrations include 185 players from 9 countries and 85 non-players. Cricket games will be played at
Caulfield Park and East Caulfield Reserve from Monday January 21 through to Friday January 25.
On Wednesday 23 there will be a game at the spiritual home of Australian IFCR at Strath Creek which
is 70k from Melbourne.
A novel feature of this festival is that players will play in mixed teams. The spirit of cricket and the
fellowship of Rotary will be assured across all competing countries.
The Opening Dinner at the MCG on Sunday night January 20 will have one of Australia’s leading sports
commentators as guest speaker. The Friday night Closing Dinner will feature leading cabaret performer,
Marney McQueen.
All in all, it will be a great week of cricket, fun, entertainment and fellowship.

Festival details: http://rotarycricket.org
Australian IFCR enquiries to Doug King kingdoug12@gmail.com
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Hay Update
In the last newsletter there was a report titled ‘Hay to Farmers’ noting RC Lilydale’s project delivering
hay to needy farmers. An update was received just too late to be included in that newsletter. It is worth
including now to highlight the fine work of the RC Lilydale members:
“Just to give an update on the hay I am pleased to report that two loads of hay were transported
successfully to Bairnsdale last Friday (17th August).
The Rotary Club of Bairnsdale was on hand to oversee the unloading of the trucks. Tomorrow (21st
August) a further 35 bales will be sent from Gruyere and Yarra Glen.
Thanks to the Rotary Club of Healesville for paying for 27 of these bales. Again, Lynn has sourced the
transport at no cost to Rotary - thanks to Dyers Transport for donating their truck and time - a huge
saving for us.
All going well some 105 bales will have been delivered to our struggling farmers in the Bairnsdale area,
with a further $6000 provided for grain.
Thanks to everyone involved.
Ron Haines
President
Rotary Club of Lilydale”

Above Right:
Loading begins.

Above:
A well earned break.
Right (from left to right):
Ann McCarthy, Ann Wheeler, Ron
Haines, Judy Haines, Lynn Whelan
(all Rotarians), plus truck drivers,
Craig and Chris.

6

Pick My Project - People Power
You may also recall in the last newsletter that our State government has set-up Pick My Project as a
Victorian-first community grants initiative, with at least $1 million in funding available in each metro and
regional area.
The RC of Glen Waverley sought “people power” to support three project ideas in the Monash
community, and to help make them a reality.
Thanks to everyone’s support, the Youth Mental Health Pick My Project was one of the successful
projects receiving $200K funding. This will allow a lot more schools to have access to the Mental
Health First Aid training. Well done PP Louis and all members of RC of Glen Waverley!

Get Involved with Rotaract
Rotarians… Why get involved with Rotaract!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

We can sustain ourselves quite well and do not need too much looking-after.
But we love to collaborate with our Rotary partners – together we can achieve more!
Your degree of involvement is really up to you.
We demonstrate that Rotary is inter-generational and bring energy to our organisation.
We have skills! Not just in social media and technology, but also a breadth of fields as nearly all of
us work or study full time.
Safeguard your future… We will be your leaders and there’s not much you can do about it, so
you might as well invest in us now. :-)

How to get involved with Rotaract?

•
•
•
•

Work on projects together! Especially hands-on stuff

•

Help us get new members! E.g. Interact, MUNA, NYSF, RYPEN, RYLA, children, grandchildren,
anyone aged 18-30 please!

Visit and support us in our events
Let us support you – invite us to your things please
Follow us on social media: search Rotaract District 9810 on Facebook, like that page as well as all
the clubs’ individual pages which you will find on there

Kai-Xing Goh
District Rotaract Representative 2018/19
(Rotaract Club of Whitehorse)

Continued on Page 8
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Get Involved with Rotaract
Continued from Page 7

With Rotaract you get (clockwise from
right):
Fun.
Community work.
Fellowship.

Meet Your Rotaractors
Name: Cameron Durrani
Club: Monash Rotaract
Years in Rotaract: 1.5
Work/study: I studied accounting but am
currently a vocational education teacher.
Why did you join Rotaract: That’s a tough
one to crack. I knew about Rotary because of all
the help it sent in Pakistan (where I’m from)
during the 2005 Earthquake – camps and drinking
water, essential stuff required by the affected
people. After finishing University, I had some spare time and I wanted to be part of something
challenging and different and while getting to use my time for some good purpose. Rotaract was the
only thing I knew that was involved in community work… I just sent a text on Facebook to the closest
club, got a quick reply, attended the first meeting and life was never the same.
Why did you stay in Rotaract: I found a family in a bunch of people with different interests and
quite different lives to mine, bonded by common goal and pursuit of making sure they leave the world a
little bit better than the one they found, while having some fun.
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Lives Changed in Bangladesh
More than 5,000 babies are born with cleft lip and/or palate conditions in Bangladesh each year. The
ongoing effects are far-reaching and include malnutrition, isolation, illiteracy and sometimes the children
and their families even being ostracised from their communities. With high levels of poverty in
Bangladesh, many families cannot afford the surgery required to correct the conditions.

Operation Cleft Australia is an international humanitarian project of the Rotary Club of Box Hill
Central in Victoria. Its mission and goal is to provide 1,000 free cleft repair surgeries to underprivileged
children in Bangladesh every year.
After 5 years as a member of the board of Operation Cleft Australia, I was recently able to visit seven
camps in Bangladesh where the life-changing free cleft repair surgeries take place. During that time I
witnessed the surgeries being performed and the incredible impact they have on the parents of the
young children who are operated on.
The stress, apprehension and possibly even fear in the eyes and on the faces of the young mums as they
held their babies tightly, waiting their turn to hand their baby over for surgery was obvious. This was
obviously a new and traumatic experience for each of these young mums. It was also a new experience
for me being at my first live surgical camp and witnessing this unfolding tension and the highly-skilled
surgery which was subsequently performed.
Watching the parents’ faces after the surgery was an amazing experience. The pre-operation stress and
worry was now replaced with joy and happiness. In Sylhet in north eastern Bangladesh, surgeon,
Professor Sayeed Ahmed Siddiky explained the process and complexities involved in the surgery he had
performed on a baby girl who was being held nearby by her mother. I asked the Professor if he could
ask the baby’s mother in her native language, Bangla, about what this operation meant for her and her
baby. After the Professor spoke to her the mother hugged her little girl even more tightly and with
tears flowing down her face, the mother replied to the Professor in her native language which he
translated to me as “The means everything for my baby, for our family, my baby now has a future and a
life.”
At the seven centres visited during my trip, the same message was expressed. Thanks to the
Australians, Operation Cleft and Rotary supporters for the care, love and long-term, big-hearted,
consistent and generous support for our people. This message was repeated to me by hospital
Directors, Bangladeshi surgeons, local Rotary Clubs and the many mums, dads and families of the
children operated on at the camps.
More detail about the work of Operation Cleft Australia can be accessed at https://operationcleft.org.au
Bruce McEwen
Secretary, Operation Cleft Australia Foundation
(RC Box Hill Central)

9

Lives Changed in Bangladesh
Left & Below:
Bruce with a couple of the mums and patients, and
surgeon about to perform life changing surgery.

Above & Right:
On the operating table.

A life changed!
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MUNA Finalists
Box Hill High year 11 students Aashna Shah and
Thomas Yakubowski have scored a third place finish
in the Rotary national Model United Nations
Assembly (MUNA) which was recently held
in historic Old Parliament House, Canberra.
The pair, sponsored by the Rotary Club of Forest
Hill, and District 9810, were the only Victorian team
to score a place and were delighted with the result.
The aim of MUNA is to increase international
understanding and goodwill.
There were 54 students from schools in
Queensland, NSW, ACT, Victoria and Tasmania
participating in the event.
Groups of two or three students made up 20 teams,
each representing a country to debate six real-world
United Nations resolutions over the weekend.
Another highlight of MUNA was the involvement and support from a number of Embassies and High
Commissions for the event. Thomas and Aashna were guests of the Jordanian Embassy for a visit
and were supported and provided with information on the country’s position in relation to the debate
topics.
Glenys Grant
MUNA Committee
(RC Forest Hill)

Mike Finke, Pres RC Forest Hill; Aashna; DG Russell Gurney; Thomas; Shelley Gurney
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MUNA Finalists
As mentioned Aashna and Thomas were privileged to be guests of the Jordanian Embassy for a valuable
briefing on the country’s stance on the MUNA debate topics.

Left:
Aashna, Thomas, and teacher, Sara
Weyenberg (Box Hill High) meet His
Excellency the Ambassador, Dr Ali
M. Kraishan (centre) and the Minister
Plenipotentiary, Adli Qasem Alkhaledi
(right).

Right:
Aashna and Thomas also met the Consul
General, Sufian Ababneh.

Australian Honours
Whilst we all live by the mantra of “service above self”, there are many hard-working Rotarians who
perhaps should be recognised beyond Rotary, and by the community at large. One avenue is through
the Australian Honours System.
The District Directory provides guidance on this (page 15) and our liaison officer, Alan Rae OAM,
would be only too happy to offer discrete advice should you wish to nominate a fellow Rotarian, or
member of the community.
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RAG For Family Safety
A Rotarian Action Group (RAG) is an autonomous group of Rotarians, family members, program
participants and alumni who are interested in a particular field, such as microcredit or water and
sanitation. Group members share their expertise and interest by collaborating with clubs and
districts on service projects. In the last Rotary year, the Rotary International Board approved the
formation of the RAG for Family Safety - the aim of which is to encourage and support clubs and
districts in the prevention and elimination of family violence.
We’re currently in the process of forming a District 9810 network of interested Rotarians to
encourage and support local projects in the area of family violence prevention. Initially, the network
will undertake a review of recent family violence prevention initiatives across the District and will build
a reference list of resources – agencies and programs within the District’s catchment, that clubs may
consider partnering with. The prevention of family violence is a human rights issue right within our
own communities. Addressing this is the first step in addressing peace and conflict resolution at a
broader level.
If you would like to be involved, or would like a presentation at your club, please contact PDG Tony or
Kathy Monley at acmonley+rotary@gmail.com.
Tony Monley OAM
Past District Governor (2014-15); D9810 Rotary Foundation Committee Chair
Rotarian Action Group for Family Safety
(RC Manningham)

Sandra Pyke (RC Monash) checked out the stall
manned by Kathy Monley at the RI International
Convention in Toronto.
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What is Donations in Kind?
•

$1,000,000 of goods available for your LOCAL or
OVERSEAS Projects.

•

Volunteers contributing 10,000 hours each year to help
Clubs by gathering, sorting and assisting to ship goods
for Rotary Projects.

•

Volunteers who will pack your project if getting to the
Store is a challenge.

•

The most cost effective way to support some of the
Rotary Foundations Areas of Focus.

1.

If you have a project that needs material, your first thought
should be “can I get it from DIK?”

2.

If you are looking for a project we believe we have one
available to match the capacity and interests of every Rotary
Club.

3.

Projects ready for you to adopt and own with the goods
available for immediate shipment.

4.

Project Partnerships are the easiest way to have your own
project and to be involved at a level that suits you. Another
Club has done all of the hard work and developed the project
and created subprojects that another Club can adopt. As a
partner you can manage your part of the project and also
celebrate the accomplishments of your partner.

Equip a hospital.

Equip a school.
On average $1.00 will ship
goods worth $15.00

5.

The activities of DIK avoids items which still have a useful life
left going to landfill in Australia.

6.

Support a DIK Project. All you need to do is send the money and the volunteers will do the rest.

For as little as $250 you can you make a significant difference.
Take the challenge contact:
Des Shiel, email: desshiel@dodo.com.au
Rotary Club of Lilydale
Or
Russell Hayes email: ruscle@bigpond.com
Rotary Club of Wandin
And discuss which projects will suit your Club.
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Camp Awakenings - No Longer a Program/
Project of Rotary
We recently advised Club Presidents that after a long standing and successful association (16 years with
the former RC of Aspendale, and 2 with RC of Chelsea), Camp Awakenings will no longer be a project
or program of Rotary.
The Rotary Club of Chelsea and the Leaders of Camp Awakenings have been working together to
identify how best to move forward with the growth of the Camp Awakenings program and having to
comply with the Child Safe Victoria legislation and Youth protection requirements.
By agreement, Camp Awakenings is going to become its own independent incorporated body. This will
mean that they will be a standalone program (and not a Rotary Program) and they will manage the
program, and its governance, under their own resources and insurance cover.
Rotary Clubs will be still be able to support Camp Awakenings Inc by donating to them in the same way
as you might donate to Scouts or any other organisation. Clubs however will not be able to nominate
students to attend unless they are willing to undertake a Risk Assessment of Camp Awakenings as set
out by the District Compliance committee.

Our District Youth Protection Officer, Ken Mirams, will be able to provide advice on this aspect.
Should you have any other queries, please contact AG Kathy Monley or Pres Maree Vinocuroff.

ShelterBox Initiative
ShelterBox have just announced their Club Champion Awards encourage Clubs to consider donating
annually to help families in their time of need. All donations made by your Club over the past three
years will count towards the Club Champion Award. Click here for more information.
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End Trachoma - Update

Continued on Page 17
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End Trachoma - Update
Continued from Page 16
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