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December is Disease Prevention and Treatment Month
Rotary's top priority is the eradication of polio, but our members take on far greater responsibilities
to fight disease. They set up health camps and training facilities in undeveloped countries and in
communities struggling with malaria. They also design and build the infrastructure for doctors, nurses,
governments, and partners to reach the one in six people in the world who can't afford to pay for
health care.
Disease prevention and treatment takes on many forms, from supporting studies to helping immunize
people, to improving drinking water and the sanitation infrastructure. The world relies on Rotary to
tackle these global challenges, and to set an example for others to follow.
CHRISTMAS – a time for holidays and spending time with family and friends.
Wow, where has the year gone, both the calendar and the Rotary year?
The District Governor club visits have all finished, and I want to thank all the Rotarians, Rotaractors,
Partners and Friends of Rotary for making it so memorable.
Due to your warm welcome and making us feel so relaxed at your meetings, we have had a ball.
Duncan and Flynn have attended and presented the DG Family Project – Books for Kids at more
clubs than they expected to when I first took on the role.
We have been amazed at the amount of work being undertaken by the clubs in District 9810, the
partnerships that have been formed with local, national and international organisations, and the joy
given and received when the projects which can take months of planning are executed without a
hitch.
The months of December and January are traditionally times when we celebrate one year and
welcome in the next. It is a time reflect, relax and regenerate, spend time with family and friends and
catch up with people we have not seen in a while, and celebrate our achievements in Rotary and life.
There are a lot of families out there who are doing it tough this year with recent tragedies which
communities of our country have faced. It is a time to reflect on what we have and think about how
precious life really is.
From my family to yours, wishing you all a very MERRY CHRISTMAS and a HAPPY and
SENSATIONALLY FUN NEW YEAR.
Looking forward to having a sensationally FUN 2020, as Rotary Connects the World.
Regards,

Shia
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From the Editor
Welcome to the December edition of the District
Newsletter.
Once again there is a variety of articles covering
clubs’ projects, both local and international.
It is pleasing to see projects covering youth; the
Young Achievement Awards, and a new Interact
Club.
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Personally I am grateful for the articles that are sent
MEDICAL SUPPLIES TO ZIMBABWE
to me for inclusion in the newsletter. There are
great projects out there and it is important to
TAVEUNI EYE PROJECT
publicize them, through the newsletter, as well as
other social media.
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The value of partnerships features in several articles;
for example DIK appears again in this edition
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I like to have a Rotaract article in each edition and I
thank DRR Netania for her update of Rotaract
activities in the district.
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Last edition contained details of what Rotary is
doing for drought relief and how we can assist, so it
was disappointing to receive an email from District D9810 YOUTH SERVICE
Secretary Judith warning of a possible scam
regarding hay bales. I think it is worth repeating the ALL AMERICAN CAR DISPLAY
message:
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THE ONLY ACTIVITY REGARDING THE DROUGHT THAT DISTRICT 9810 IS SUPPORTING IS
THE 2019 DROUGHT RELIEF APPEAL "LET IT POUR".”
These unscrupulous people are pretty low, trying to take advantage of farmers doing it tough.
On the last page of the newsletter is a flyer regarding used stamps. DG Shia thought it would be
worthwhile including this as with Christmas fast approaching, hopefully people have been receiving
Christmas cards in the post,
On that note the Editor wishes all a happy and safe Christmas and New Year.
The next newsletter, the first for 2020, is due out on 14th February.
Gordon Pyke
Editor
(RC Monash)
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How a Parma Night Raised $13,000+ for Polio
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How a Parma Night Raised $13,000+ for Polio
NewGen is a satellite club of the Rotary Club of Nunawading designed for young professionals aged 2540 in Melbourne’s outer east. It was established in 2018 and for people like myself, it’s been a chance to
get involved with Rotary with likeminded people around the same age, given at 32 I’m too old to be
part of a Rotaract club.

As a group of only five members with busy lives, we focus on supporting Rotary and our district’s
biggest causes and events first and foremost. Naturally, Polio came to mind, especially the multiplying
effects of donating to the cause. Throw in the love of a great Aussie pub meal – and Parmas For Polio
was born.
Initially we thought we could safely pull off this event in a small function room of 50 and make a small
but cheerful contribution. But we decided to back ourselves, send off a few emails, and aim high.

The end result: More than 100 people joining us at The Coach in Ringwood on October 3 for a parma
(Hawaiian and Mexican were popular flavours), a keynote address from Past Rotary International
President Ian Riseley, an appearance from Federal Member for Deakin Michael Sukkar, and some very
happy raffle winners taking home prizes donated by local businesses.
To top it off, on the night I was made aware of our district’s Polio Plus program – offering 10 clubs a
matching $US1000 contribution. We raised just enough money (with 24 cents left over) from ticket and
raffle sales to qualify for a grant. Throw in a matching contribution from Rotary’s World Polio Fund, and
a 2-for-1 contribution from the Bill and Melinda Gates Foundation, and our $1,480 was transformed
into a $13,320 ($US9,000) donation. (See the chart on next page. –Ed.)
It’s pretty cool to have provided more than 5,000 children with a Polio vaccination just by getting
together for a parma and pot. It’s also been great to show what a small group of passionate young
Rotarians from a new demographic can do if they stay focused, put the time in to spread the word and
aim high.

Five clubs – including ours – have taken advantage of the Polio Plus scheme so far, and there’s another
five opportunities still available this financial year at the time of writing. Contact Stephen Fisher (District
9810 Polio contact) for more info if you want to snap one up and make a big impact.
And if you know someone who’s aged 25-40, be sure to tell them about our club, we’d love to have
them join us for coffee every fortnight and more exciting projects this Rotary year. You can also follow
us on Facebook by liking the ‘NewGen Rotary’ page (https://www.facebook.com/NewGenMelbourne ).

Kiel Egging
President
NewGen Rotary
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How a Parma Night Raised $13,000+ for Polio
Left:
Past RI Pres Ian Riseley joins
NewGen Rotarians.

Right:
Now joined by Flynn Smart.
(The parmas were great!)
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Medical Supplies to Zimbabwe
In the first week of December, 2019 Doncaster Club members Leon Moore, Brian Talbot, Pat
Armstrong, Tony Murray and David Grieve helped select and load medical equipment and consumables
plus second hand children’s books into a 20’ container at the DIK (Donations in Kind) warehouse in
West Footscray destined for Zimbabwe. We were ably assisted by Di Gillies from RC of Balwyn and
Lawrie Fraser and Bob Glindemann from Rotary DIK Warehouse.
The medical supplies were for a newly constructed rural medical clinic at Gambo, a rural area south of
Bulawayo, Zimbabwe (near a town called Plumtree) and the books were for a library in a community
centre in Bulawayo. The community centre is where the AIDS orphans meet each week to do their
homework, engage in cultural and social activities and read library books in a safe environment. The
new medical clinic was financed by a Global Grant initiated by the Rotary Club of Borken in Germany
and this included training nurses in Germany.

(https://www.pressreader.com/zimbabwe/sunday-news-zimbabwe/20170625/281779924131933)
Doncaster Club received a District Grant to assist in the cost of transporting the container and
membership of the DIK Warehouse and the Rotary Club of Alresford in England is paying for the land
freight component once it reaches Bulawayo. The container will be loaded on a ship on Tuesday, 10 th
December, 2019, transshipped via Colombo in Sri Lanka, off loaded in Durban in South Africa for travel
by rail to Bulawayo via Botswana. We expect the container to arrive in 6 weeks, ready for the opening
of the clinic in late January 2020. The project is being managed by the Rotary Club of Plumtree and
Rotary Club of Bulawayo South, the club who manages the Doncaster Club’s Bulawayo Orphan’s
Education (BOE) project.
Doncaster Club President Niranjan Ramjee who immigrated from Bulawayo in 2001, was quoted as
saying: “This is a great example of the power of Rotary with five Rotary Clubs from four different
countries coming together to truly make a positive difference to others’ lives who are less fortunate
than ourselves.”

David Grieve
RC Doncaster

Loading up at DIK, West Footscray.
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Medical Supplies to Zimbabwe
Left:
Don’t get locked in!

Below:
It’s a long trip to Bulawayo.

Taveuni Eye Project
For all the news on the recently completed 2019 Taveuni Eye Project and news of the
2020 Project, please check out:
https://rotaryeyesfiji.com
Donations for the 2020 Taveuni Eye Project are now open.
Please consider your support for this vital humanitarian project.
Click here for the the Donations link for Rotary Boronia Fiji Projects.
Donations are tax deductible.
Peter Malden
Past President RC Boronia
Honorary Member RC Taveuni Island Fiji
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What a Difference a Little Cool Air Makes!
The Watarrka Foundation is focussed on young people. They deliver programs that support a
sustainable environment, education, healthy lifestyles and independent livelihoods for Aboriginal
communities in the Watarrka region.
The Watarrka region is approximately 350km north of Uluru and approximately 500km south of Alice
Springs.
RC Moorabbin is a major sponsor. So far this year the club has purchased five laptops for the secondary
students at Watarrka and just recently paid for the installation of air conditiioners.

Click on the photo for the report on the installation of the air conditioners:

Now click on this photo
the Watarrka Foundation:

for more information about
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Youth Achievement (Unsung Hero) Awards
They are the children who usually fly under the radar.
But these rarely-recognised young students stepped into the spotlight at the Rotary Club of Forest
Hill’s recent Youth Achievement Awards.

The select group of year 6 boys and girls, often overlooked when the glitzy and glamorous academic
and sporting awards are handed out at their local Eastern Suburbs schools, were for once the stars.
And, arguably, their efforts are equally, if not more significant, as those who normally shine at school.
These are the ‘unsung heroes’ who often provide the inspiration that holds their classmates together.
The concept rewards a student, chosen by each of 12 local primary schools, for their commitment and
dedication in areas such as helping the school in general as well as other children, volunteering in the
outside community and - more recently and importantly – safeguarding the environment.
The club’s decision to recognise these kids is both unique and innovative. It has been in place for 40
years and during that time 348 awards have been handed out.
At the latest dinner awards function the Rotarians, students and guests heard from inspiring young
Speaker Rose Hensher, a year 11 student. Rose and Thomas White were the star team, sponsored by
the club, who won the 9810 Model United Nations Assembly(MUNA) held in the Victorian Legislative
Assembly in Parliament in May, 2019.
The pair then went on to claim the coveted Totenhofer Peace Prize in the Canberra national finals.
They were representing Egypt and visited the Egyptian Embassy, where they were treated as honoured
guests.
Rose gave an excellent motivational speech at the dinner, explaining how Rotary programs can build self
-confidence while improving leadership and learning skills and how being involved in MUNA has helped
with fulfilling her aims and achievements. She is now about to take on the role of Head Prefect at Box
Hill High School.
So many contributed to making the evening such a success, including all the Forest Hill Rotarians and
partners who organised and ran the awards and hosted the families.
The 12 families were justifiably proud, some even teary, when each school citation was read out by
their Rotarian host and they heard why their child was considered worthy of the award.
The awardees, initially shy, relaxed as they each received a voucher, a framed certificate and citation
presented by the Rotary District 9810 Governor Shia Smart and Assistant Governor Geoff Logie-Smith.
The 12 Youth Achievement awardees were:
Blackburn Lake Primary School - Luke Eaton, Burwood Heights - Ida Rose Baleisuva,
Livingstone - Natasha Ho, Mt Pleasant - Rhea Modi, Orchard Grove - Clio Vassiliades,
Parkmore - Hailey McLean, Rangeview - Arjan Singh, St Timothy - Fraser Davis, Vermont - Imogen
Buultjens, Vermont Sth Special School - Alex Treklis,
Weeden Heights - Zahir Aslam, and Whitehorse - Clair Van der Jagt.
Continued on Page 10
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Youth Achievement (Unsung Hero) Awards
Continued from Page 9

Our congratulations go out to all of these wonderful youngsters.
Glenys Grant, OAM
Youth Director,
RC Forest Hill

Top left (from left):
Martin Hensher, Rose
Hensher, Pres RC Forest Hill
Stuart Williams, DG Shia, AG
Geoff.
Above:
Rose, guest speaker.
Left:
Awardees with DG Shia &
AG Geoff.

Left:
Chair Bill Marsh (RC Forest
Hill); venue: Bucatini Restaurant (Mitcham).
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Youth Achievement (Unsung Hero) Awards

Left:
Pres Stuart with Imogen,
one of the happy winners

A New Interact Club for D9810
Mount Waverley Rotary is thrilled to announce that our local secondary school, Mount Waverley
Secondary College has recently chartered a new Interact Club. Interact brings together young people,
providing them with the opportunity to become a leader in their school and community.
Over the past three and a half years, we have worked alongside key teaching staff and some senior
students at the school to establish the club and grow a strong cohort of members. The charter
ceremony to officially launch the club celebrated and welcomed 24 year seven and eight students to
Interact Mount Waverley.
Alongside family members who attended the event, District Governor Shia Smart, Youth Service Chair
Daryl Moran and Interact Chair Salwan Shahine participated in ceremonial proceedings to celebrate
tomorrow's leaders of Rotary in our District!
We were delighted to acknowledge the efforts of two outstanding Club mentors, year 11 student
Jennifer Clarke, and year 12 student Hessalyn Lim, who have given tremendous support and
encouragement to the students through this year.
We are thrilled to say that all 24 new Interact members have very much embraced their introduction to
Rotary, and are demonstrating strong leadership qualities. We can't wait to see what they do next to
make a difference in their school and community.
Continued on Page 12
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A New Interact Club for D9810
Continued from Page 11

Our club President Beth Merkus, would particularly like to thank Geoff Logie Smith and Terry Roche
for their tireless effort as Youth Program leaders. The energy, commitment, service and drive they
bring to running this core aspect of our Rotary program is to be commended, and is an inspiration to us
all!
Miranda Daniels
RC Mount Waverley

Terry, Geoff & Interactors.

Left:
Welcome!
(Shia, Salwan & Daryl in the corner.)

Right:
Thank you!
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Rotaract Update
Hi everyone! It’s been a fabulous six months being the District Rotaract Representative for D9810, and
the next six months are shaping up to be even better!
Firstly, some Rotaract successes we want to celebrate – Whitehorse held an Ugly Sweater Murder
Mystery, while Yarra Ranges held a roomful of B Sharp Music Bingo for the EB Foundation. All four
clubs (Whitehorse, Monash, Yarra Ranges, Manningham) have been involved in festivals where we have
been showing off our Virtual Reality glasses with the Rotary VR app on our phones (find out more at
https://www.rotary.org/en/virtual-reality). We’ve also run or assisted at BBQs, celebrated World Polio
Day and plenty of new members, and as past and current DRR, Kai-Xing Goh and I visited Rotaract and
Rotary clubs to speak about our experience at the Rotaract Pre-Convention and Rotary International
Convention in Germany earlier this year.

In the new year, we look forward to some big celebrations, with Monash turning 10 and Whitehorse
turning 20! Keep an eye out for news regarding our celebrations, but in the meantime, the District held
a Christmas Party at Ringwood Lake last Saturday to celebrate the year that was 2019 and all of our
incredible achievements, with Santa making a surprise visit too!
Finally, at the last Presidents’ Meeting, I shared some strategies for improving our Rotary and Rotaract
relationships. So often, we talk about some airy-fairy ideals along the vague lines of improving our
relationships and increasing our collaboration. But what does that actually look like in real life? Firstly, it
doesn’t matter whether you sponsor a Rotaract club or not, you can still support us, like doing a joint
meeting, as Monash Rotaract did with the Rotary Club of Noble-Park Keysborough.
Continued on Page 14
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Rotaract Update
Continued from Page 13

Secondly, ask Rotaractors to join you in running events or being part of your committees – although
we’re not free labour, we can still contribute meaningfully to BBQs, trivia nights, festivals, and raffles, as
our Rotaract clubs have done and will continue to do at a District level too. Finally, attend our
meetings! Not all the time, but not never either. We want to emphasise the social function of our
meetings – this is an opportunity for you to get to know us, and for us to get to know you too, rather
than Rotaractors and Rotarians attending other clubs’ meetings with an agenda. Rotary is, at the end of
the day, all about connections!
Some other tips I’d like to share include:
1.
2.
3.

We are approached by many people and organisations – we will consider our options and say yes
to things that fit.
If you ask for our ideas or promote our events, we will reciprocate – this is a two-way
relationship.
We want our relationships to last, which means it’s not all give and take – it’s also about getting
to know us as people and as individuals, rather than only as young people as a nebulous, arbitrary
generalisation of ‘millennials’ or ‘Gen Z’. Get to know who we are as individuals, and not only will
you find commonalities, you may also just find we have very similar end-goals when it comes to
the future of Rotary.

So that’s it from me – happy holidays, stay safe however you celebrate, and spread love this season.
Although it can be the most wonderful time of the year, I hope you spare a thought and perhaps
something more for those who find this time of year a little tough.
Happy Rotaractoring!
Netania Lim
District Rotaract Representative 2019-20
netania@monashrotaract.org.au
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D9810 Youth Service
‘SHOWCASE and
SIGN-UP SEMINAR’
Friday 14th February 2020 from 5.45—7.45pm
at Clarinda Community Centre, 58B Viney Street, Clarinda.
============
Hear student speakers talk about
Model United Nations Assembly (MUNA)
Rotary Youth Program of Enrichment (RYPEN)
National Youth Science Forum (NYSF)
Youth Exchange Program (YEP)
and Rotary Youth Leadership Award (RYLA)
==============
After ten minute presentations from each of the five programs, there will be an
informal opportunity to talk to program representatives, have questions
answered and then to sign your club up for the 2020 programs.

===========
A light supper will be provided and so for catering purposes please RSVP to

Trybooking https://www.trybooking.com/BGNTE
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All American Car Display
Now in its 27th year, the All American Car Display & Man Cave Alley is well known as the premier All
American car show on the display car calendar.
In 2020 we have moved to Toomuc Reserve in Pakenham due to redevelopments works at the
Gembrook Recreation Reserve, however we are still expecting a fabulous day exhibiting all makes and
models of ALL-AMERICAN cars.
We will be continuing the successful “Man Cave Alley” concept which includes a dedicated area for our
vendors, children’s amusements and a specific display area for the winning display cars and trophy
presentation. As we will be expecting similar attendances to last year, we have capacity for ~900 display
cars and significant additional car parking space adjacent to the oval for our spectators.
Looking forward to seeing everyone in Pakenham on Sunday 16th February.
Peter Brock
Secretary
RC Emerald & District
Chair - 2020 - 27th All American Car Display organising committee
Chair - D9810 RAWCS Committee
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Celebrate Achievements at District Conference
The planning for the District 9810 Conference in Echuca-Moama is well underway! Set aside the 21-22
March 2020, and book your ticket here: http://www.9810rotaryconference.org.au/.
As per usual, we will be having a Rotary Expo (aka House of Friendship). This will be an opportunity for
clubs/individuals to have a booth to:
- celebrate accomplishments by showcasing a project or activity,
- connect with others in the district to garner support for your project,
- sell merchandise (ideally for a fundraising purpose) and
- other (within reason!)
We are now taking expressions of interest to partake in the expo. The cost per stall will be $75.
Capacity is limited, so let us know as soon as you can by emailing 9810rotaryexpo@gmail.com with:
1. what you would like to exhibit,
2. if you require access to a power source and
3. any other special requirements.
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Used Stamps
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